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RESOLUTION NO. 6859 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA, CALIFORNIA 
DESIGNATING THE RIGGINS HOUSE 
AT 919 COLUMBIA STREET AS A 
CULTURAL HERITAGE LANDMARK 
(LANDMARK NO. 48) 


WHEREAS, Section 2.73A-14 of the South Pasadena Municipal Code 
Ordinance #2004 (commonly known as the “Cultural Heritage Ordinance”) authorized 
the Cultural Heritage Commission (“the Commission”) to recommend to the City Council 
the designation of appropriate properties as landmarks; and 

WHEREAS, a duly prepared nomination form has been prepared and submitted 
by the Cultural Heritage Commission to register the house located at 919 Columbia Street 
as a landmark; and 

WHEREAS, the research and documentation proved by Commission members 
Glen Duncan and John Lesak amply demonstrate the qualifications of the property for 
landmark designation; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission has complied with the applicable provisions of 
Subsection (a) (3) “Designation Procedure” of the above Ordinance Section in that it 
visited the site, attempted diligently and in good faith to meet with the property owner, 
mailed notices, held a duly noticed public hearing, received public comment; and 

WHEREAS, the accredited architectural historian recently determined in a report 
that the house appears eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission made findings of fact based on the nomination and 
supporting materials and the information and testimony provided by the public pursuant 
to Subsection (a) (2) “Designation Criteria” of the above Ordinance Section, as follows: 


(A.) Its character, interest or value as a part of the heritage of the community; 

Built in 1885, the residence at 919 Columbia is one of the earliest homes in the 
area, completed three years before the City of South Pasadena was 
incorporated. Its location on Columbia helped to establish this area as one of 
the most desirable areas in the budding community and is a significant 
contributor to the Columbia Street historic neighborhood. 
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The original owner was James R. Riggins. According to records at the Mount 
Lowe Preservation Society, the home was purchased about 1890 by Edna Lowe 
Wright and her husband. Edna was one of Professor Thaddeus Lowe’s 
daughters. Although the famous inventor and founder of the Mount Lowe 
Railway apparently never lived at the 919 Columbia residence, he did visit and 
was photographed there. It is also speculated that as a great lovers of Cycads, 
he was responsible for installing two Sago Palms in the front yard that had 
matured by the time the Gertmenians acquired the home in 1925. 


(D.) Its exemplification of a particular architectural style of an era of history of the city; 

The residence is an excellent example of the Queen Anne Victorian Style. Most 
of the key character-defining features were retained when the front facade was 
“modernized,” presumably in the early 1920s. By 1925, a dormer and smaller 
second story gable and “gingerbread” detailing around the first story front 
porch had disappeared. The interior, although severely deteriorated by 40 years 
being unoccupied, is structurally sound and still has original door hardware, 
five original fireplaces and several dual electric and gas lighting fixtures. In the 
hands of owners capable and committed to restoration, The Riggins house is 
eminently reparable. 


(G) Its embodiment of elements of outstanding attention to architectural design, 
engineering, detail design, detail, materials or craftsmanship; 

Design detail and craftsman of the Riggins house were consistent with the best 
available in the mid 1880s. The home stands on a strong and intact brick 
foundation with redwood construction; both have remarkably held up for 120 
years, at least 40 of which have been characterized by profound neglect. It 
exhibits great attention to detail, design, and craftsmanship, including 
handcrafted woodwork and intricate, custom tiled fireplaces that could have 
only been achieved by master craftsmen. 

WHEREAS, the Commission findings included a determination that the house 
has an extremely high degree of integrity; and 

WHEREAS, based on the evidence presented in the application materials, the 
designation being categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act, sub¬ 
committee research, on-site inspection and public testimony, the Cultural Heritage 
Commission voted to recommend designation of this property on November 17, 2005 and 
forwarded the recommendation to the City council; and 
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WHEREAS, the City Council held a public hearing on the proposed designation on 
January 18, 2006 and received public testimony. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOUTH 
PASADENA DOES HEREBY FIND, DETERMINE, AND RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. The City Council approves the designation of 919 Columbia Street as 
an Official South Pasadena Historic Landmark. 

SECTION 2. The City Council directs the City Clerk to file the appropriate 
designation with the office of the Los Angeles Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk. 


PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED ON this, 18 th day of January 2006 



Odom Stamps, Mayor 


ATTEST: 


Sally Kilby,City Clerk U 


APPROVED AS TO FORM: 



I HEREBY CERTIFY the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the City 
Council of the City of South Pasadena at a regular meeting held on the 18 th day of 
January 2006, by the following vote: 

AYES: Cacciotti, Margrave, Putnam, Ten and Mayor Stamps 

NOES: None 


ABSENT: None 

ABSTAINED: None 



Sally Kilby, ©ity Clerk 



